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there as a Lusk landmark until it van-
ished from that location as well. Sto-
ries say that some delinquents moved 
it to the bottom of an abandoned mine 
shaft. Rumors abounded in Lusk over 
the following years as to the purpose of 
the statue’s relocation. During World 
War II, the statue resurfaced and was 
donated to a scrap metal campaign for 
the war effort. 

The courthouse was described as, 
‘‘Built of dark red brick with white col-
umned porticoes on the south and east 
entrances, and, of course, with the 
white dome capped by the bronze stat-
ue, the courthouse was the pride of the 
county’s citizens.’’ The Niobrara Coun-
ty Commissioners inscribed on the cor-
nerstone of the building were Fred S. 
Runser, M.J. McCormick, and C.F. Cal-
houn, with E.M. Phillips as the county 
clerk. One of the most prominent fea-
tures of the building is the motto 
above the door, ‘‘A Public Office Is A 
Public Trust.’’ This defining feature, 
which remains there today, is an in-
spiring reminder to all those who work 
in the county and in Wyoming. The 
current county commissioners tasked 
with upholding this ideal are Patrick 
H. Wade, John Midkiff, and Elaine B. 
Griffith, with Becky Freeman as coun-
ty clerk. 

On Friday, October 15, 2021, the 
Niobrara County Commissioners are 
hosting a celebration for the court-
house’s centennial. A dedication cere-
mony will take place at this event as 
one was not preformed upon its origi-
nal construction. The Niobrara County 
Historical Society purchased a sign 
commemorating the courthouse and 
providing historic information. It will 
be a wonderful celebration of Lusk and 
the Niobrara County community. 

Niobrara County has a storied and 
colorful past. Its people stand as an ex-
ample of strong character and neigh-
borliness and its courthouse a symbol 
of their ideals. Bobbi joins me in cele-
brating the centennial of the Niobrara 
County Courthouse and the citizens 
who make this county special. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING DANIEL W. 
CROWLEY 

∑ Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
rise today with a heavy heart to pay 
tribute to Daniel W. Crowley, a re-
markable patriot, war hero, role model, 
and public servant. Dan passed away on 
September 16, 2021, at the age of 99. 

Dan was born in 1922 and raised in 
Greenwich, CT. He lived through the 
Great Depression and enlisted in Octo-
ber 1940 in the U.S. Army Air Corps. In 
March 1941, he was sent to the Phil-
ippines and assigned to Nichols Field, 
which was destroyed by Japanese 
forces the day after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. 

In the following months, Dan fought 
with the U.S. Army’s Provisional Air 
Corps Infantry Regiment to fend off 

three amphibious Japanese landings on 
the Bataan Peninsula. On April 9, 1942, 
the peninsula was surrendered, and 
Dan swam to Corregidor Island through 
shark-infested waters. Upon arrival, he 
became part of the 4th Marines, where 
they fought valiantly to maintain the 
shore, until the fortress fell on May 6, 
1942. 

In 1944, following several brutal work 
details in the Philippines, Dan was sent 
to Japan on a hell ship. In the many 
months that followed, Dan mined cop-
per as a slave laborer. Surviving the 
harsh, demanding conditions, he was fi-
nally liberated on September 4, 1945. 

After, in 1958, Dan joined North-
western Mutual insurance. His acumen 
and quick wits earned him fast recogni-
tion as one of the company’s top pro-
ducers, and he even became a member 
of their million dollar club. 

Dan has demonstrated an out-
standing commitment to preserving 
the memory of his fellow soldiers. In 
2013, he played a key role in renaming 
a bridge in Simsbury, CT, the ‘‘Bataan 
Corregidor Memorial Bridge’’ in their 
honor. I had the privilege of meeting 
Dan at the dedication for this bridge, 
and I can attest firsthand to what a re-
markable model of public service he is. 

The next year, Dan returned to Japan 
as part of the fifth Japanese-American 
POW Friendship Program. Furukawa 
executives refused to meet with him, 
but he was given the opportunity to 
visit one of the mines where he had 
previously worked. Later, in 2016, Dan 
attended the Veterans’ Day breakfast 
hosted by President Obama at the 
White House. 

I have been fortunate to visit with 
Dan on a number of occasions since our 
initial meeting. My office and I as-
sisted him with obtaining a prisoner of 
war registration for his license plate in 
recognition of his extraordinary serv-
ice to our country. I also had the honor 
of speaking with Dan and meeting his 
wife, Kelley, this year. On January 4, 
2021, I attended a ceremony at Bradley 
Air National Guard Base, where Dan 
was promoted to sergeant and received 
an honorary Combat Infantryman 
Badge and the Prisoner of War Medal. 
It was a poignant and powerful mo-
ment. 

My wife, Cynthia, and I extend our 
deepest sympathies to Dan’s family 
during this difficult time. May their 
many wonderful memories of Dan pro-
vide them solace and comfort in the 
days ahead.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO THE MARRS FAMILY 
∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize Dave and Jenny 
Marrs of Bentonville, AR, on being 
named National Angels in Adoption 
honorees by the Congressional Coali-
tion on Adoption Institute, CCAI. 

The CCAI is celebrating its 20th anni-
versary this year, and I was honored to 
nominate Dave and Jenny for their 
work to support and promote adoption 
and other critical services for children 
in Arkansas and around the world. 

Since 2001, the CCAI has played a 
vital role in eliminating barriers 
standing between orphaned and foster 
children becoming part of a loving fam-
ily. As the CCAI’s signature public 
awareness program, Angels in Adoption 
annually recognizes outstanding indi-
viduals, families, and organizations 
that have made extraordinary con-
tributions to adoption and child wel-
fare. 

Dave and Jenny are the parents of 
five children, including Sylvie whom 
they adopted from the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo. They had always 
known they wanted to adopt and, in 
2012, began the process to make Sylvie 
part of their family. It only took a few 
months for Sylvie to legally became 
their child, but the couple had no idea 
how difficult it would be to bring her 
home to Arkansas when international 
challenges brought the process to a 
halt. Shortly after their visit to the 
Congo, the Congolese Government shut 
down adoptions. Dave and Jenny were 
devasted, but the hardships only 
strengthened their resolve to rescue 
their daughter. It was during that 
process that my office first met the 
Marrs family, and I am pleased we were 
able to advocate for them with the U.S. 
State Department and Embassy offi-
cials. After more than 600 days, their 
Sylvie finally arrived home. 

Inspired by their newest addition to 
the family, Dave and Jenny developed 
a passion for orphan care, family pres-
ervation, and adoption. The family 
started a nonprofit blueberry farm in 
northwest Arkansas as a way to help 
fund a program to educate orphaned 
and at-risk teenage boys in Marondera, 
Zimbabwe. They also advocate for chil-
dren in need, including working closely 
with the philanthropic organization 
Help One Now to empower families in 
developing nations through capable 
local leaders. 

The Marrs family has traveled the 
world to see firsthand the extreme pov-
erty and truly dark circumstances fac-
ing parentless children around the 
globe. While visiting the Congo, the 
couple witnessed extreme starvation in 
the orphanage where their daughter 
Sylvie was living. This shocked Dave 
and Jenny, launching them into action. 
They organized an online raffle to raise 
money to feed the kids and their pro-
gram was so successful it was able to 
feed three orphanages for an entire 
month. The Marrses have also used 
their platform on their hit HGTV show 
‘‘Fixer to Fabulous’’ to help spread 
awareness about adoption and share 
their journey with viewers. 

It was a privilege to nominate Dave 
and Jenny for their exemplary work 
that led to this well-deserved national 
honor, and I believe I speak for all Ar-
kansans when I say they have made our 
State incredibly proud. They join influ-
ential and deserving members of this 
community, including Mohammed Ali 
and First Lady Laura Bush, as recipi-
ents of this important recognition. I 
am grateful for the life-changing ef-
forts Dave and Jenny Marrs, as well as 
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